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style

A pretty little vanity ta-
ble, cluttered with a 
paddle brush, some 
hair rollers and a host 

of cosmetics – does this paint a 
picture of the typical woman’s 
morning view? 

Let me backtrack – we’re not 
in an age where the “typical” 
woman can be defined, I under-
stand that. We have moved be-
yond traditional stereotypes of 
femininity and fought out of the 
era when we were forced to wear 
tightly bound, tortuous corsets. 
Why women are choosing to put 
themselves through the atroci-
ties of waist-trainers is some-
thing I fail to comprehend – but 
that’s another story. (Though 
I’ll just add that waist-trainers 
are unhealthy contraptions 
propagated by the Kardashians, 
aimed at making us want unnat-
ural, exaggerated body shapes. I 
think they should be boycotted, 
rather than promoted by celeb-
rities and bloggers.)

My point is that, aside from the 
misery brought by corsets, there 
was once a certain, enjoyable as-
pect to one’s daily getting-ready 
routine. Sitting in front of the 
mirror, putting on dollops of 
make-up, brushing one’s hair 
and dressing up – it’s a pastime 
known to women across all 
cultures. Dressing for a special 
occasion is often an hours-long 
ordeal. Trying on numerous 
outfits, shortlisting a few, then 
picking the favourite, takes time 
and passion. A lot of us revel in 
pairing together different skirts 
and tops or dresses and scarves, 
and experimenting with the 
goods our wardrobes have to 
offer – the styling opportunities 
are endless. 

While I’m still one of those 
women who takes pleasure in a 
traditional, feminine approach 
to putting together an outfit, ba-
sics, denims and casuals have 
cropped up alarmingly in fash-
ion during the past few years, 
and have turned many women 
against a mode of dressing that 
requires such efforts. Deca-
dent brunches, peppy birthday 
bashes and baby showers are 

all opportunities for us to dress 
up and wear skirts, silks and 
swanky pieces that we don’t get 
much wear from on a day-to-day 
basis. Jeans traditionally don’t 
factor into this category, be-
cause they can be worn almost 
everywhere else. But a shift in 
style standards has brought ba-
sic, casualwear to the forefront 
of fashion. 

Look at an image of guests 
seated front row at one of the 
Paris couture fashion week 
catwalk shows, and amid the 
glamour and splendour of 
sensational street style, you’re 
bound to spot at least one pair of 
jeans – and not dressy jeans, ei-
ther. These denims will be torn, 
shredded and frayed; they will 
be blaringly casual, and while 
the outfit may be accompanied 
by a killer blazer or fanciful ruf-
fled top, these more formal ad-
ditions don’t take away from the 
fact that there are jeans in the 
front row – and moreover, it’s 
perfectly acceptable.  

I’m a huge devotee of denims 
and love that they have been giv-
en more space in terms of where 
and when you can get away with 
wearing them. I just fear that 
we’re on the verge of falling into 
a rut, becoming overdepend-
ent on our plain old jeans, even 
when more formal occasions 
arise. We overlook opportuni-
ties where we can dress up and 
have fun with more playful, 
girlie garments and accessories. 
Even when we do wear jeans, we 
often resort to pairing them with 
an unmemorable top and lack-
lustre – if any – accessories. 

If you can’t be torn away from 
your tatty old jeans, even for 
more fancy festivities, at least 
give your look some pretty 
pizzazz with a few impressive 
accessories. The quirkier, the 
better. The goal should be to 
make your dazzling pearl chok-
er or dramatic tassel earrings 
the conversation starter of your 
outfit, rather than have your 
worn-out denims be the subject 
of scrutiny. 
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Let's not 
abandon all 
things pretty

fashion notes
Hafsa Lodi

Exude a little bit of whimsy with a charming new jewellery piece
1. Nude purse, Dh119, Forever 21, Marina Mall, 02 681 8118; Dubai Mall, 04 339 9732 and elsewhere. 2. Multicolour stone necklace, Dh89, 
H&M, Yas Mall, 02 492 6534; Dubai Mall, 04 419 0346 and elsewhere. 3. White flower necklace, Dh69, H&M. 4. Pink flower necklace, 
Dh49, Forever 21. 5. Rabbit floral necklace, Dh1,400, Les Néréides, City Walk, 04 511 4670. 6. Alice in Wonderland bracelet, Dh1,400, Les 
Néréides. 7. Flower tassel pendant, Dh49, Majique London at www.namshi.com. 8. Pink flower earrings, Dh29, H&M. 9. Rabbit in teacup 
earrings, Dh160, Les Néréides. 10. Mint tassel hoop earrings, Dh250, Wafa by Wafa, Dubai, 050 912 8925. 11. Dreamer pearl choker, Dh350, 
Wafa by Wafa. 12. Big flower pearl earrings, Dh49, H&M.
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Jeans have become a fashion staple, even in dressed-up looks, as 
demonstrated by these three street styles during the recent Paris 
couture fashion week. Edward Berthelot / Getty Images

trend-ometer this week’s ups and downs

Get shady
Sunnies from Quay 

Australia have just hit 
West LA Boutique in 
Dubai. This rose gold 

frame is ultra-cool. 

Frightful 
footwear

When velvet, sequins 
and crystals are all 

thrown onto a Ballin 
shoe, the result is 
rather horrifying. 

Bag one quick 
Seize one of these 
lovely, trunk-esque 
Aspinal of London 

bags before the 
summer collection 

sells out. 

Digital detox
With the Pokemon 
Go hype escalating 
by the minute, this 

Stradivarius tee sums 
up our mood.

Missing the 
mark

Denim skirts may 
be on-trend right 

now, but this Splash 
design is far too 

mumsy. 


